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During ñBig Week Outò each Year is involved in a major activity (or 
several daily activities) which have been selected on the basis of 
providing a quality experience which enhances the education of 
the students.  The concept of the ñBig Week Outò was originally 
introduced as a method of reducing the impact on the learning of 
other classes when teachers were on excursions, particularly 
excursions that extended over several days such as the Year 8 
and 11 Snow Excursion. 
 

This year 
Year 7 went to the 
Powerhouse Museum 
(Design & Technology) and 
Art Gallery of NSW (Visual Arts).  They also gave their 
PIP presentations and were involved in the óCelebrating 
Differencesô Day. 
 
 

Year 8 had a 4 day excursion to Canberra and 
Jindabyne (PDHPE & HSIE) 
 
 

Year 9 were involved in a number of activities at school: 
ñReach for the Starsò a data collection activity (Maths), Study skills, Computer Literacy (in 
preparation for their School Certificate next year).  They then spent the Friday enjoying a very 
busy day at Port Kembla visiting the Bluescope Steel works and the Wollongong Science 
Museum (Science) with a BBQ lunch catered by Mrs Laffer. 
 

 

Year 10 participated in the week 
long ñwork experienceò program. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Year 11 spent 4 days in Jindabyne 
(PDHPE). 
 
 

Year 12 spent a stressful week 
undertaking their Trial HSC 
Examinations. 
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 WW aa ll kk aa tt hh oo nn     ccoonnttéé 

Mr Thomsett and Mr Williamson tried to keep the spirits high with the Walkathon Concert ï a 
smorgasbord of karaoke and joke-telling. Mr Dawson gave out dry clothing from the clothing pool and 
the boys crowded in under what shelter there was around the BBQ. Prizes from Mr Moscos and 
Mr Thomsett kept the concert alive until the buses came. An early departure was 
most welcome.  The students had a great time ï overcoming adversity 
often makes for the best memories.   
 

Next year Mr Arblaster will be co-ordinating the day and we will need          
a mum or dad to organise the catering. If any parent is willing to help 
please let myself or Mr Arblaster know.  
 

On behalf of everyone associated with this yearôs Walkathon ï well done and 
letôs keep the tradition going! 
 

Mr Jacobsen, Walkathon Co-ordinator 
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Year 12 will be leaving us soon. Their graduation and 

farewell assembly will take place on Friday 26 th 

2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙȭɯ 3ÏÐÚɯ àÌÈÙɀÚɯ ÎÙÖÜ×ɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ ÉÌÌÕɯ ÌßÊÌÓÓÌÕÛɯ

ambassadors for the school. I wish them well for the HSC 

and beyond. 
 

The 2009 student leaders have been elected: Sean Szabo is 

School Captain, Sam Brown is Vice Captain and Daniel 

Marando is Senior Prefect. I am confident that these boys 

will continue the great tradition of exemplary student 

leadership at Asquith Boys High.  
 

We are now entering the time of year when examinations 

are looming for all years. Year 12 commence HSC 

examinations on October 16, while Years 10 and 11 have 

important examinations before the end of Term  3. 

Teachers will be conducting intensive revision and I urge 

all students to maintain excellent attendance and seek 

help from teachers if required. All students should be 

focused on achieving their best results for exams and 

finding a balance in their lives to allow for intensive 

study and exam preparation. I ask parents to encourage 

their sons as much as possible in this endeavour. 
 

There have been some wonderful events recently that 

have showcased student talent and achievement at 

Asquith Boys. The Creative Art/TAS Exhibition this ye ar 

also incorporated the Year 7 Personal Interest Projects 

(PIPS) and Senior musicians and was an outstanding 

ÚÜÊÊÌÚÚȭɯ 3ÏÌɯ ØÜÈÓÐÛàɯ ÖÍɯ ÖÜÙɯ ÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɀɯ ÞÖÙÒɯ ÞÈÚɯ

exceptional. We have continued our association with 

Asquith Primary, where Year 8 students have been 

ÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÚÔÈÓÓɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚɯÖÍɯ×ÙÐÔÈÙàɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯɁ ÙÛɯ
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Gala Day last week, where our boys hosted a tournament 

for some eight teams from different primary schools.  
 

Once again, we staged a very successful Big Week Out, 

where students attended an amazing selection of 

excursions and learning activities. Last week 35 of our 

Year 9 students raised over $4,000 for Legacy.  
 

Finally, once again the annual Walkathon was an 

outstanding success. Despite terrible conditions 

attendance on the day was good and the boys enjoyed a 

fun day and raised money for charity and the school. I 

would like to thank the many parents and supporters 

who lent their time to the Walkathon and to Mr Jacobsen 

for co-ordinating the e vent. 
  

Terry Griffiths  

22 00 00 99   SStt uu dd eenn tt   LL eeaa dd eerr ss hh iipp     

School Captain ï Sean Szabo 

Vice School Captain ï Sam Brown 

Senior Prefect ï Daniel Marando 

 

 

Your 2008 Committee Members  
 

President  Stoffer De Haan  

Vice President  John Koellner  

Vice President  Cathy Piaud  

Treasurer Nicole Cunningham  

Secretary  Simone Van  den  Berg  

Grou nds Maintenance  John Koellner  

 

 

The next P&C meeting  

Tuesday, 23rd September  

@ 8pm  

in the Library  
 

(meeting is held the fourth 

Tuesday of the month ) 

 

All Welcome  

 come along and see what 

the P&C do.  Have your say.  
 

         

 

SSttaaffff  @@  

tthhee  WWaallkkaatthhoonn  



YYeeaa rr   88   SSnn oo ww   TTrr iipp   

On Tuesday 12
th
 August at 6:15am Year 8 met at the school to 

board the coach that would take us on our tour. We drove along the 
Hume Highway towards Canberra. It was a beautiful sunny day but 
it was very cold indicating what the weather would be like for the 
rest of the trip. We had a short stop at a McDonalds before 
continuing on to Canberra. 
 

We got to Canberra at about 11:00am and proceeded to the 
Australian Institute of Sport or the AIS with Mr Moscos pointing out 
famous sights as we drove through Canberra.  At the AIS we saw 
all of the different facilities. We saw the pool that had to be kept at a 
temperature of around 28ºc and the swimmers would swim around 
30 laps of a 50m pool a day. We saw the gym and there were bench-presses, treadmills and weights. There was an 
athlete that could bench press the equivalent to a small car. We also saw the arena which was the first building that was 
built in the AIS. We then drove to Mt Ainslie for a view of Canberra. We could see how Canberra was a planned city.  
 

When we got back in the coach, we drove to our hotel in Berridale. The hotel (which was called the Southern Cross) was 
a mix between a lodge and a caravan park and it was an hourôs drive away from Smigginsô Holes in Perisher. We went to 
our rooms and then we got our skis, poles and boots. 
 

The next day we were woken up at 5:30am for a 6:00am breakfast and a 6:45am departure to Smiggins Holes. The 
conditions were perfect (on that day a least) with a cloudless sky and a fresh bank of snow. We unloaded the bus and we 
waited for the lessons to start. We were taught the basics of Skiing in our one hour lesson. We then had free time to ski 
with some people going and conquering the bigger slopes and others preferring to stay on the Nursery slope. We had 
another lesson at 2:00pm which lasted for two hours with the instructors showing us how to use the different types of lifts. 
At the end of the lesson we all breathed a sigh of relief as we took off our ankle length ski boots. We then went back to the 
hotel, on the way we stopped at a supermarket in Jindabyne. Back at the hotel we had time to freshen up before dinner. 
After dinner we had a Trivia night (where Ms Bodley kept giving us the answers!) 
 

The next day it was mostly the same with the early start. We 
left the hotel at 6:45am for an 8:30am lesson. The weather 
wasnôt as good as the day before because there was a small 
blizzard which made it hard to see. Slowly we all got better at 
skiing as we started to master the basics. Our last lesson only 
lasted for an hour and we then had some more free time after 
that. We left the slope at 4:00pm and we went back to the 
hotel. We returned the gear and we started to pack our bags. 
After dinner we had a Karaoke night with every room making a 
contribution. 

 

On the last day we were woken up at 5:45 for a large, hot breakfast - like the previous meals which were quite nice but as 
any food critic would say it could have been better ï we then left for our first stop at the National Science and Technology 
Museum or Questacon for about two hours where we were walked around. We were then called out on to a raised 
outdoor eating area we were given a lovely packed lunch to eat. We then got back onto the bus where a certain teacher 
not mentioning any names, (Mr Moscos) wouldnôt put down the microphone coming up with phoney laws like you could 
not show movies on a moving bus in the ACT!  After driving for 3 more hours we finally arrived home at ABHS. 
 

It was a very fun trip and we all had a lot of fun skiing even if we fell over a lot at first.  A big thank you to all the teachers 
and our Bus Driver, Nigel.     
 

By Joshua Cox & Sam Gibbons 
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Congratulations to all of you for the enthusiasm that you put into your own project, remember that the skills that you 
gained from the PIP may and can be applied to any subject or exercise that you are given to by any teacher.  
 
This yearôs PIP was outstanding with 99.9% of the students taking up the challenge.  
The variety of subjects that students chose for their projects was interesting.  Of those 
who chose to use their hands and build something, there were skateboard ramps, 
ranging from a model of a skateboard park to one that was dug into the backyard as a 
permanent feature, tables, outdoor chairs, barbeques and work benches.  These will 
be very handy for their builders for many years. Technology, this area saw an increase 
not only in the use of Power Points Presentation, but in the development of Websites 
by several students, movie making, digital photography and construction of a 
computer.  Cooking, which the judging panel enjoyed testing the end products, was an 
interesting section, as some students chose not only to cook but do comparisonôs 
between their home cooked meal and a bought meal etc.   
 
Over 80 Projects were completed so that to list every single one is impossible. The 
judging panels thoroughly enjoyed hearing about all the projects, especially the 
reflections, where a student would discuss what they had gained from completing their 
PIP and what they would do differently next time.   
 
The 2008 PIP concluded with a special assembly that was held in the Library on the 11

th
 September to present the 

certificates to the TOP PIP students.  Principals from local Public Schools, family and friends attended the special 
presentation.  At this assembly six students re-presented their PIP as an example of the wide and diverse range of the 
projects completed by 2008ôs Year 7.   
 
The student should be proud of their work, as we are.  They applied the Habit of Minds and showed resourcefulness.  
Thanks go to the P & C for their support not only with the prizes but the two P & C representatives on the judging panels, 
thank you also goes to all Year 7 teachers for their support and encouragement. 
 
B. Harrison 
PIP Coordinator 
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It was a lovely day for an exciting adventure into the heart of the 
city to visit the Art Gallery of NSW. At 8:30 am, excitable and 
energetic Year 7 students made there way to Hornsby station, 
accompanied by Mr Marcovitch, Ms Mashman, Mr Cunningham, 
Mr Razzaghi, Ms Elliot, Mr Phillip and the Deputy Mr Collins. 
Shortly after 9.00 am all students and teachers boarded the next 
train headed for the city. It was emphasised that everyone was to 
change trains at Wynyard for a train to St James. 
 

The train trip was an eventful one, with students chattering away 
and the odd few making newspaper hats to wear. One of which 
Miss Mashman proudly wore for the remainder of the trip. Soon off 
the train, students and teachers wandered up to the Hyde Park 
exit, where everyone regrouped and had a bit of recess to fill their stomaches for the journey ahead. Rules about 
behaviour and etiquette were established and rolls were marked to make sure no one had gone ña wanderingò. Mr 
Macovitch was busy being Mr Photoman and camera happy, while the students loved the opportunity to pose for the 
camera. 

 

Fascination was abounding in the presence of the main fountain in Hyde Park, 
as well as, the glory that is St Maryôs Cathedral. Many students commented 
about the Popeôs visit to the Cathedral on World Youth Day. A short walk later 
and everyone arrived at the Art Gallery of NSW. It was at this point that students 
divided into their assigned groups to observe, examine and complete a 
worksheet about three artworks that surrounded the gallery ï Richard Goodwinôs 
Mobius Sea, a sculpture by Henry Moore, and Janet Lawrence and Jisuk Hanôs 
Veil of Trees. 

 

Once complete 
the students, and 
teachers alike, 
devoured their 
lunch in the park 
next to the 
gallery. Running 
around and letting 
off steam, and 
excess sugar, 
students played, 
relaxed and 
stretched their 
legs in the sun. 
Roll call was 
taken again 
before everyone 
headed into the 
Gallery for their 
guided tour. In the Gallery students divided into their assigned groups with a teacher and wandered the Gallery listening 
intently to what the tour guide had to say. Many students answered the questions asked and provided insightful 
commentary about some artworks themselves. They were well behaved and attentive. Some of the artworks viewed 
included ï Tom Roberts Bailed Up, 1895, 1927; Sidney Nolan The Camp, 1946; all about the Australian outback and 
history. And Louise Hearman Untitled #836, 2001; Antony Gormley Haft, 2007; from the Sydney Biennale 2008. 
 

After thanking our tour guides everyone gathered outside the Gallery. While waiting, students came up with simple games 
to pass time while we waited for the last group to make their way out of the gallery. Games included hands claps, singing 
and coin ball. When everyone was assembled we headed through the Domain Park towards Wynyard station for the final 
train ride home. Tired and filled with new knowledge of the arts, students and teachers alike had a quiet trip home. It was 
a fun and eventful day filled with excitement and enthusiasm, which was experienced by all. 
 

Ms Laura 
Mashman 
Creative Arts 
 



 


